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COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

$20 Million
HOSPITALS/HEALTH ORG.

$5.2 Billion
FOUNDATIONS

IN TOTAL, NONPROFITS IN UTAH HAVE RECEIVED OVER $5.4 BILLION IN PUBLICLY REPORTED 
CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE SINCE 2005.
The top recipients of these gifts have been as follows: 
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HERE ARE THE LARGEST 30 PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS IN UTAH SINCE 2005, WITH 
SOME BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT EACH:

RECIPIENT LOCATION GIFT AMOUNT
Sorenson Legacy Foundation Salt Lake City $4,500,000,000

Huntsman Foundation Salt Lake City 700,000,000

University of  Utah Salt Lake City 164,750,000 

Utah State University Logan 59,000,000

Intermountain Foundation Salt Lake City 20,000,000

Utah State University, Uintah Basin Campus Vernal 15,000,000

Southern Utah University Cedar City 11,500,000 

Brigham Young University Provo 10,000,000

Utah Valley University Orem 4,000,000

Utah County Provo 3,000,000

AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR

$4,500,000,000 James LeVoy Sorenson Sorenson Legacy 
Foundation

Bequest to the foundation that will support 
arts organizations, colleges and universities, 
charities that help abused children, 
medical-research programs, religious 
groups (especially those with a Mormon 
emphasis) and youth organizations.

2008

700,000,000 Jon M. Huntsman Sr. 
and Karen Huntsman

Huntsman Foundation The foundation will focus on cancer 
research and treatment, domestic violence, 
education and homelessness.

2007

50,000,000 Huntsman Cancer 
Foundation (Jon M. 
Huntsman Sr. and Karen 
H. Huntsman)

University of  Utah To enable the Huntsman Cancer Institute 
to double its research space. 

2013

41,000,000 Jon M. Huntsman Sr. 
and Karen H. Huntsman

University of  Utah For research at the Huntsman Cancer 
Institute.

2011

30,000,000 Tye Noorda University of  Utah To construct a new dental school. 2012

26,000,000 Jon M. Huntsman Sr. 
and Karen H. Huntsman

Utah State University To support the School of  Business and 
to support scholarships for Armenian 
students.

2007

HERE ARE THE TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS IN UTAH OF PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE 
GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE (MULTIPLE GIFTS COMBINED):



AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR

$20,000,000 Kem Gardner Intermountain 
Foundation

To build the Intermountain 
Transformation Center, which will house 
institutes that train medical and other 
health care professionals. 

2016

15,000,000 Wendy Walker-Tibbetts Utah State University To construct an education and research 
center.

2011

15,000,000 Marc and Debbie 
Bingham

Utah State University, 
Uintah Basin Campus

To help build the Entrepreneurship and 
Energy Research Center, which will train 
students in business and environmental 
disciplines.

2007

13,250,000 Pierre Lassonde University of  Utah To establish the Pierre Lassonde 
Entrepreneur Center. 

2006

13,000,000 James Lee Sorenson University of  Utah To create the James Lee Sorenson Center 
for Global Impact Investing. 

2013

12,000,000 Garff family University of  Utah For the new Robert H. and Katharine B. 
Garff Executive Education Building, which 
will house  the business school’s MBA 
programs as well as centers for executive 
education and career services.

2017

10,000,000 David N. and Rachel 
Weidman

Brigham Young 
University

For a new center for global leadership 
in the College of  Engineering and 
Technology. 

2011

7,500,000 Dixie and Anne Leavitt 
Foundation (Dixie and 
Anne Leavitt)

Southern Utah 
University

Toward constructing a new building for 
the School of  Business and for student 
scholarships.

2015

6,000,000 Jeffrey and Bonnie Clark Utah State University To establish the Center for 
Entrepreneurship. 

2013

4,500,000 Anonymous Utah State University For a new strength and conditioning 
athletics center.

2012

4,000,000 Walter M. and Alice 
Gibson

Southern Utah 
University

To endow student and faculty research 
projects and scholarships in the College of  
Science and Engineering. 

2012

3,300,000 Floyd and Jeri Meldrum University of  Utah To help expand a laboratory and office 
building for the department of  civil and 
environmental engineering. 

2008

3,000,000 Anonymous Utah County To build a new grandstand at the rodeo 
arena on the Spanish Fork Fairgrounds.

2011

3,000,000 Jon M. Huntsman Sr. Utah State University To support two professorships in the 
business school and scholarships for 
Armenian students.

2009
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AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR

$2,500,000 Loveland Foundation 
(Loveland family)

Living Planet Aquarium For its new permanent home. 2012

2,200,000 Rita E. Fordham University of  Utah Bequest to establish an endowed chair, 
support a loan forgiveness program, and 
for its annual Fordham Debate programs. 

2014

2,000,000 Tom Dickson Museum of  Natural 
Curiosity

For construction. 2014

2,000,000 Martha Ann Dumke 
Healy

Weber State University To support a premedical program. 2006

2,000,000 Todd Pedersen Utah Valley University To establish a professional sales program. 2014

1,500,000 Anonymous Utah State University $1.5 million in land. 2011

1,100,000 Robert and Teresa Kay Humane Society of  Utah To renovate its dog kennels. 2011

1,000,000 Barbara Barrington 
Jones

Utah Valley University For a childcare center on the Orem 
campus.

2012

1,000,000 Charles and Trina 
Denson

Utah State University To renovate its football stadium. 2014

1,000,000 David G. Sant Utah State University For scholarships. 2008

All data and examples courtesy of  The Chronicle of  Philanthropy.


