
Since 2005, 
in Tennessee, 
there have 
been: 

Charitable Gifts

120
$1 MILLION OR MORE

PUBLICLY REPORTED
Charitable Gifts

$5 MILLION OR MORE

35
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$10 MILLION OR MORE

22
PUBLICLY REPORTED

AVERAGING $5.3 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $14.2 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $19.2 MILLION 
PER GIFT

Tennessee
IN TOTAL, NONPROFITS IN TENNESSEE HAVE RECEIVED OVER $635.3MILLION IN PUBLICLY 
REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE SINCE 2005.
The top recipients of these gifts have been as follows: 
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HERE ARE THE LARGEST 30 PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS IN TENNESSEE SINCE 2005, 
WITH SOME BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT EACH:

RECIPIENT LOCATION GIFT AMOUNT
University of  Tennessee at Knoxville     Knoxville      $170,500,000 

Vanderbilt University          Nashville            165,187,110  

Belmont University                Nashville      47, 000,000

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare               Memphis 41,000,000

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital            Memphis       20,000,000

Monroe Carell Jr. Children's Hospital at Vanderbilt Nashville 20,000,000

McCallie School Chattanooga 19,000,000

University of  Memphis Memphis 19,000,000

Maryville College Maryville 16,000,000

Lipscomb University Nashville 15,000,000

AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$50,000,000 Anonymous University of  Tennessee 

at Knoxville
For the College of  Engineering, the 
department of  veterinary medicine and 
support of  intercollegiate athletics.

2006

50,000,000 Jimmy Haslam University of  Tennessee 
at Knoxville

For the College of  Business Administration. 2014

40,000,000 Anonymous Methodist Le Bonheur 
Healthcare

To upgrade technology at the Methodist 
University Hospital Transplant Institute.

2015

22,000,000 Jim and Natalie Haslam University of  Tennessee 
at Knoxville

For the School of  Music in the College of  
Arts and Sciences, the College of  Business 
Administration, and the Howard H. Baker 
Jr. Center for Public Policy. A portion will 
also go toward the athletic department and 
an endowment for university programs. 

2006

20,000,000 Anonymous Vanderbilt University For financial aid for needy students. 2008

20,000,000 Eric Trump St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital

For an intensive care unit and pediatric 
surgical center.

2015

20,000,000 Monroe Carell Jr. Family Monroe Carell Jr. 
Children's Hospital at 
Vanderbilt

To expand the hospital. 2008

20,000,000 Robin Ingram Patton 
and John Ingram and 
Orrin Ingram

Vanderbilt University To name a new building. 2017

HERE ARE THE TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS IN TENNESSEE OF PUBLICLY REPORTED 
CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE (MULTIPLE GIFTS COMBINED):



AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$20,000,000 Jeffrey and Marieke 

Rothschild
Vanderbilt University For its College Halls program to establish 

new residential colleges.
2016

19,000,000 Anonymous McCallie School Unrestricted bequest. The school plans to 
apply the gift to its endowment.

2014

16,000,000 Mike and Mickala Sisk University of  Tennessee 
at Knoxville

For its comprehensive campaign for the 
athletics department.

2013

15,000,000 Ayers Foundation (James 
W. and Janet Ayers)

Belmont University To endow scholarships. 2016

15,000,000 George Shinn Lipscomb University For a new events center and other 
programs at the College of  Entertainment 
and the Arts. 

2017

15,000,000 Dan and Elaine McGill Maryville College To support Anderson Hall and endow 
scholarships. 

2017

10,000,000 R. Milton and Denice 
Johnson

Belmont University To endow a scholarship. 2015

10,000,000 Anonymous Vanderbilt University To establish living-learning communities in 
the campus's residential colleges.

2017

10,000,000 Andrew Woodfin 
(Woody) Miller

Middle Tennessee State 
University

For its fundraising campaign.  2012

10,000,000 Ed and Bernice Johnson Belmont University Unrestricted bequest. 2008

10,000,000 Jimmy and Dee Haslam University of  Tennessee 
at Knoxville

To endow research and graduate programs 
in the university’s Marco Institute for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies; 
endow scholarships, professorships 
and department chairs; and support 
construction and programs at the Forensic 
Anthropology Center. 

2007

10,000,000 Robert M. and Diane 
Levy

Vanderbilt University To bolster a scholarship fund to provide full 
financial aid to needy students. 

2017

10,000,000 Nancy Walton and 
William Laurie

University of  Memphis For a capital campaign to support its 
athletic facilities. 

2013

10,000,000 Frederick W. and Diane 
Smith

Memphis Zoo To construct a grizzly-bear exhibit. 2006

8,500,000 Mike Curb Family 
Foundation (Mike Curb)

Vanderbilt University To establish the Creative Campus 
Program.

2013

7,000,000 Randall and Sadie 
Baskin

Belmont University To construct a new building for its College 
of  Law. 

2010

7,000,000 Robert and Lawana Low Bethel University To build a facility that will house a student 
center, a gymnasium, a chapel and a 
performing-arts center.

2010

6,000,000 Eskind family Vanderbilt University To help renovate the Annette and Irwin 
Eskind Biomedical Library. 

2016

6,000,000 Anonymous University of  the South For additions to the science building. 2006
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AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$5,000,000 John and Laura Arnold Vanderbilt University To create an endowed fund to support the 

public policy program, the major in public 
policy studies and a proposed new major 
and program in quantitative social sciences. 

2017

5,000,000 Brenda Lawson University of  Tennessee 
at Knoxville

To support the design and construction 
of  a new basketball practice facility; 
renovations to Neyland Stadium; student 
and chancellor endowment; and to build a 
pedestrian mall. 

2006

5,000,000 Ann and Monroe Carell 
Foundation (Monroe 
Carell Jr. Family)

Cheekwood Estate and 
Gardens

For its endowment and to enhance its 
sculpture trail. 

2017

All data and examples courtesy of  The Chronicle of  Philanthropy.


