
Since 2005, 
in North 
Carolina, 
there have 
been: 

Charitable Gifts
$1 MILLION OR MORE

263
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$5 MILLION OR MORE

94
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$10 MILLION OR MORE

51
PUBLICLY REPORTED

AVERAGING $7.9 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $19.1 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $30.1 MILLION 
PER GIFT

North Carolina
IN TOTAL, NONPROFITS IN NORTH CAROLINA HAVE RECEIVED OVER $2 BILLION IN PUBLICLY 
REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE SINCE 2005.
The top recipients of these gifts have been as follows: 
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HERE ARE THE LARGEST 30 PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $10 MILLION OR MORE IN 
NORTH CAROLINA SINCE 2005, WITH SOME BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT EACH:

RECIPIENT LOCATION GIFT AMOUNT
David H. Murdock Research Institute Kannapolis $550,000,000

Duke University Durham 473,100,000

University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill Chapel Hill 281,820,000

Wake Forest University Winston-Salem 127,300,000

High Point University High Point 107,500,000

North Carolina State University Raleigh 105,100,000

Foundation for the Carolinas Charlotte 53,000,000

Davidson College Davidson 50,700,000

Queens University of  Charlotte Charlotte 29,600,000

Wingate University Wingate 20,900,000

AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$500,000,000 David H. Murdock David H. Murdock 

Research Institute
To provide an annual $15 million 
endowment gift in perpetuity.

2014

100,000,000 Fred Eshelman University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

To create the Eshelman Institute for 
Innovation at the Eshelman School of  
Pharmacy.

2014

50,000,000 Bruce and Martha Karsh Duke University To provide financial aid for American 
and international undergraduate students 
and to support the International Scholars 
program.

2011

50,000,000 David H. Murdock David H. Murdock 
Research Institute

For its endowment. 2013

50,000,000 Dennis and Joan Gillings University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

To support faculty and student research 
and academic programs at the School of  
Public Health.

2007

50,000,000 Robert M. and Anne T. 
Bass

Duke University To establish an interdisciplinary academic 
program.

2013

45,000,000 Howard R. Levine Foundation for the 
Carolinas

To augment the Howard R. Levine 
Foundation, a donor-advised fund 
administered by the foundation.

2016

HERE ARE THE TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS IN NORTH CAROLINA OF PUBLICLY REPORTED 
CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE (MULTIPLE GIFTS COMBINED):



AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
40,000,000 Lonnie C. Poole Jr. and 

Carol Johnson Poole
North Carolina State 
University

To provide an endowment for the College 
of  Management, support the Carol 
Johnson Poole Club House and for the 
Carol Johnson Poole Endowment for 
Humanities and Social Sciences.

2010

35,000,000 David H. Murdock Duke University For a biomedical research project at the 
North Carolina Research Campus in 
Kannapolis.

2007

30,000,000 J. Michael and Christine 
Pearson

Duke University For the Pratt School of  Engineering to 
advance science and engineering education 
across the university.

2014

25,000,000 Edward L. Baker Davidson College To provide financial aid for students. 2012

25,000,000 Barbara Bovender and 
Jack O. Bovender Jr.

Duke University To support the Fuqua School of  Business’s 
Health Sector Management Program, the 
Trinity College of  Arts & Sciences and the  
School of  Nursing.

2011

20,900,000 Porter B. Byrum Wingate University To establish an endowed scholarship fund, 
for educational programs, arts expansion 
and campus improvements.

2011

20,000,000 Porter B. Byrum Queens University of  
Charlotte

To create new scholarship programs. 2011

20,000,000 Bruce and Martha Karsh Duke University To endow need-based scholarships for 
undergraduate students from outside the 
United States. 

2008

20,000,000 Anonymous University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

To support need- and merit-based 
scholarships.

2016

20,000,000 Louise Oriole Burevitch North Carolina 
Community Foundation

To endow programs that primarily serve 
the eastern region of  the state.

2015

20,000,000 David Rubenstein Duke University To endow scholarships for exceptional first-
generation low-income students. 

2017

20,000,000 Steven and Rebecca 
Scott

Duke University For sports medicine programs. 2013

18,000,000 Jim Shuford and Stephen 
Shuford and Dorothy 
Shuford Lanier

University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

For the College of  Arts & Sciences’ 
entrepreneurship program. 

2017

16,000,000 R.B. Terry Charitable 
Foundation (Randall B. 
Terry Jr.)

North Carolina State 
University

For the College of  Veterinary Medicine. 2015

15,000,000 David M. Rubenstein Duke University For its innovation and entrepreneurship 
program. The gift will support course 
development, internships, research, guest 
faculty and administrative operations that 
spur the creation of  start-up ventures by 
faculty, staff, students and alumni.

2012
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AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$15,000,000 J. Michael Pearson Duke University For the School of  Nursing. 2011

15,000,000 Robert McCreary Wake Forest University For the athletics program. 2016

15,000,000 David R. Hayworth High Point University To help build new facilities, endow 
scholarships and support academic and 
student-life programs.

2007

15,000,000 Ben C. Sutton Jr. Wake Forest University For a new athletics center. 2016

13,600,000 David M. Rubenstein Duke University To renovate the Rare Book, Manuscript 
and Special Collections Library. 

2011

12,000,000 Dwight C. and Martha 
Schar

Elon University Undesignated pledge. 2014

10,000,000 Mike and Mary Farrell Wake Forest University Pledge to construct a new building for the 
Schools of  Business.

2010

All data and examples courtesy of  The Chronicle of  Philanthropy.


