
Since 2005, 
in Kentucky, 
there have 
been: 

Charitable Gifts
$1 MILLION OR MORE

79
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$5 MILLION OR MORE

27
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$10 MILLION OR MORE

16
PUBLICLY REPORTED

AVERAGE $5.8 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGE $13.1 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGE $17.9 MILLION 
PER GIFT

Kentucky

67%

11%

7%

5%

OTHER

$310 Million
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

2%

$34 Million
HUMAN/SOCIAL SERVICES ORG.

$50 Million
FOUNDATIONS

$18 Million
ARTS ORGANIZATIONS

$10 Million
RELIGIOUS GROUPS

4%
4%

$17.5 Million
HOSPITALS/HEALTH ORG.

IN TOTAL, NONPROFITS IN KENTUCKY HAVE RECEIVED OVER $461 MILLION IN PUBLICLY 
REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE SINCE 2005.
The top recipients of these gifts have been as follows: 
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HERE ARE THE LARGEST 30 PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS IN KENTUCKY SINCE 2005, 
WITH SOME BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT EACH:

RECIPIENT LOCATION GIFT AMOUNT
University of  Kentucky Lexington $116,744,379 

University of  Louisville Louisville 71,740,000 

Community Foundation of  Louisville Louisville 50,000,000 

Centre College Danville 37,400,000 

Disabled Americans Veterans Charitable Service Trust Cold Spring 34,000,000 

Western Kentucky University Bowling Green 26,150,000 

Speed Art Museum Louisville 18,000,000 

Eastern Kentucky University Richmond 17,000,000 

Berea College Berea 10,700,000 

Asbury Theological Seminary Wilmore 10,000,000 

AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$50,000,000 Felix E. Martin Jr. Community Foundation 

of  Louisville
To establish the Felix E. Martin Jr. 
Charitable Foundation to support 
programs benefitting residents of  
Muhlenberg County.

2008

34,000,000 Hector Guy and Doris 
Di Stefano

Disabled Americans 
Veterans Charitable 
Service Trust

Bequest. 2006

25,000,000 Owsley Brown Frazier University of  Louisville To improve its academic, athletic and 
research programs. 

2011

20,000,000 Anonymous Centre College To establish a new scholarship program. 2015

20,000,000 C.M. (Bill) Gatton University of  Kentucky To build a new student center. 2014

18,000,000 Brown family Speed Art Museum For its capital campaign. 2013

16,400,000 Alfred M. and Mary 
Swain Wood

Centre College To endow scholarships. 2009

15,000,000 Jerry Baker Western Kentucky 
University

To endow scholarships and pay for the 
maintenance of  a home and gardens.

2006

15,000,000 Donald and Irene 
Dizney

Eastern Kentucky 
University

To construct a new sports facility. 2014

HERE ARE THE TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS IN KENTUCKY OF PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE 
GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE (MULTIPLE GIFTS COMBINED):



AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$ 12,600,000 Max Baumgardner University of  Louisville For the university's School of  Music and 

athletics program.
2015

10,700,000 Alfred M. and Mary 
Swain Wood

Berea College To endow scholarships. 2009

10,000,000 Paul and Jean Amos Asbury Theological 
Seminary

To endow a new Ph.D. program in biblical 
studies. 

2007

10,000,000 Blue Grass Community 
Foundation (anonymous)

University of  Kentucky For a football training facility. 2014

10,000,000 Don Jacobs Sr. 
Charitable Foundation 
(Don L. and Cathy 
Jacobs)

University of  Kentucky For undergraduate science education. 2016

10,000,000 Don Jacobs Sr. 
Charitable Foundation 
(Don L. Jacobs)

University of  Kentucky To support undergraduate science 
education, future academic and research 
ventures and construction of  a new science 
building.

2016

10,000,000 J.D. Nichols University of  Louisville Unrestricted gift. 2014

8,000,000 Elizabeth Pahk 
Cressman

Norton Healthcare 
Foundation

To establish the Parkinson's Center at 
Norton Neuroscience Institute and create 
the Critical Care Center at Norton 
Suburban Hospital.

2010

7,150,000 Dorris and Lula Burchett Western Kentucky 
University

Undesignated pledge. 2008

7,000,000 F. Joseph and Joan 
Halcomb

University of  Kentucky To rename the Department of  Biomedical 
Engineering and endow a chair and 
fellowships.

2016

7,000,000 Joan Kincaid University of  Kentucky To fund a new auditorium in the Gatton 
College of  Business and Economics and 
support a future project in the UK Albert 
B. Chandler Hospital.

2014

6,500,000 Don L. Jacobs University of  Kentucky To expand and renovate the Gatton 
College of  Business and Economics; 
support the Markey Cancer Center to 
recruit faculty and maintain its facilities; 
and support the HealthCare Patient Care 
Facility Fund’s education center and create 
a new hospital pavilion.

2013

6,000,000 Joe Craft University of  Kentucky To build a new basketball practice facility. 2006

6,000,000 E. Vernon and Eloise 
Smith

University of  Kentucky To endow research positions in Alzheimer's 
disease and macular degeneration, as well 
as professorships in business, history and 
nursing. The money will also establish 
scholarships in band, medicine and 
nursing. 

2006
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AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
5,000,000 Mark and Cindy Lynn University of  Louisville To construct a new soccer stadium. 2013

5,000,000 Howard L. Lewis University of  Kentucky To expand and renovate the Gatton 
College of  Business and Economics.

2013

5,000,000 James and Diane 
Stuckert

University of  Kentucky To endow a professorship, fellowships for 
international study and a joint program in 
the College of  Engineering and the College 
of  Business.

2007

5,000,000 Wayne and Sue 
Mortenson

University of  Louisville To create an endowment. 2014

4,640,000 John and Annette 
Schnatter

University of  Louisville To establish and hire faculty for a new 
Center for Free Enterprise.

2015

4,500,000 Hardymon Foundation 
(James and Gay 
Hardymon)

University of  Kentucky To create the James and Gay Hardymon 
Center for Student Success and to establish 
and endow a student enrichment fund.

2016

4,200,000 E. Vernon Smith University of  Kentucky To add to the Dr. E. Vernon Smith and 
Eloise C. Smith Alzheimer's Research 
Endowed Chair Fund in the Sanders-
Brown Center on Aging.

All data and examples courtesy of  The Chronicle of  Philanthropy.


