
Since 2005, 
in Iowa, 
there have 
been: 

Charitable Gifts
$1 MILLION OR MORE

155
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$5 MILLION OR MORE

62
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$10 MILLION OR MORE

32
PUBLICLY REPORTED

AVERAGING $6.5 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $13.6 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $20.9 MILLION 
PER GIFT

Iowa
IN TOTAL, NONPROFITS IN IOWA HAVE RECEIVED OVER $1 BILLION IN PUBLICLY REPORTED 
CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE SINCE 2005.
The top recipients of these gifts have been as follows: 
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$842.4 Million
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

$15.7 Million
HUMAN/SOCIAL SERVICES ORG.

$42 Million
ART INSTITUTIONS

$34.8 Million
HOSPITALS/HEALTH ORG.

$43 Million
COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS
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HERE ARE THE LARGEST 30 PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $10 MILLION OR MORE IN 
IOWA SINCE 2005, WITH SOME BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT EACH:

RECIPIENT LOCATION GIFT AMOUNT
University of  Iowa Iowa City $265,100,000

Iowa State University Ames 177,800,000

University of  Dubuque Dubuque 148,500,000

Cornell College Mount Vernon 61,180,000

Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation Cedar Rapids 35,000,000

Des Moines Art Center Des Moines 33,000,000

University of  Northern Iowa Cedar Falls        32,600,000 

Coe College Cedar Rapids        31,500,000 

Warburg College Waverly        26,500,000 

Iowa Western Community College Council Bluffs        18,000,000 

AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$93,000,000 Frank Ferguson Iowa State University To endow the College of  Liberal Arts and 

Sciences.
2016

60,000,000 Ed Babka University of  Dubuque To support the Ed and Shirley Babka 
Scholarship Fund and bolster the 
university’s endowment.

2017

35,000,000 William B. Quarton Greater Cedar Rapids 
Community Foundation

To increase the foundation’s grant making 
and to support to The Cedar Rapids 
Museum of  Art, the Community Health 
Free Clinic and Coe College.

2008

30,000,000 Joseph A. and Linda J. 
Chlapaty

University of  Dubuque To support building projects and academic 
programs.

2009

29,300,000 K. Raymond Clark Coe College Bequest for the college’s endowment. 2005

26,400,000 John and Mary 
Pappajohn

University of  Iowa To support the university’s Institute for 
Biomedical Discovery.

2009

25,000,000 Mary Joy and Jerre Stead University of  Iowa For a new Children’s Hospital building and 
to support research on pediatric diseases. 

2015

25,000,000 Reiman Foundation (Roy 
and Bobbi Reiman)

Iowa State University To create a campus entrance and enclose 
the south end of  Jack Trice Stadium.

2013

HERE ARE THE TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS IN IOWA OF PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE 
GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE (MULTIPLE GIFTS COMBINED):



AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$25,000,000 Stephen A. Wynn 

Foundation (Steve Wynn)
University of  Iowa To create the Institute for Vision Research, 

which seeks to prevent and cure eye 
diseases.

2013

25,000,000 Buresh family University of  Iowa For its capital campaign. 2013

22,000,000 Anonymous Iowa State University For the Student Innovation Center and 
to endow a dean’s chair in the College of  
Human Sciences.

2014

22,000,000 Joseph A. and Linda J. 
Chlapaty

University of  Dubuque For a new recreation and wellness center 
and to renovate its sports center.

2006

20,000,000 John and Mary 
Pappajohn

Des Moines Art Center 16 sculptures, to be displayed outside at 
Western Gateway Park in Des Moines.

2007

20,000,000 Jean E. Russell Cornell College To help build its first new academic 
building in 40 years. The four-story science 
facility will house chemistry and biology 
classrooms and labs as well as office and 
research space. 

2017

18,000,000 John A. Wiebe Iowa Western 
Community College

105 acres of  land. 2007

15,100,000 Richard and Norma 
Small

Cornell College For the endowment and capital projects, 
including renovations to turn a dormitory 
into an alumni center.

2007

15,000,000 Jacobson Foundation 
(Richard O. Jacobson)

University of  Northern 
Iowa

For the College of  Education. The gift 
will support faculty in literacy and science, 
visiting faculty and fellows, research, an 
annual education summit and endow a 
scholarship.

2013

13,500,000 Joseph A. and Linda J. 
Chlapaty

University of  Dubuque For campus student housing and an indoor 
practice facility.

2012

13,000,000 John and Mary 
Pappajohn

Des Moines Art Center Eight sculptures. 2009

12,000,000 Gerdin family University of  Iowa For its Children’s Hospital. 2013

12,000,000 Frances M. Craig Iowa State University To support a discretionary endowment 
for the university’s president and endow a 
professorship in chemistry.

2006

12,000,000 Anonymous University of  Dubuque For a student scholarship endowment. 2012

11,500,000 Raymond F. and Judith 
K. McCaskey

Wartburg College To provide scholarships to needy students 
from the Chicago area.

2013

11,000,000 John and Susan Strauss University of  Iowa For its department of  dermatology and its 
performing arts center.

2013

10,000,000 Charles E. Lakin Charles E. Lakin Human 
Services Campus

To construct a social services center in 
Council Bluffs that will house five charities.

2006
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AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$10,000,000 Mark and Jill Oman University of  Northern 

Iowa
For student scholarships. 2010

10,000,000 Marie Moles Miske Clark University Bequest for its endowment. 2009

10,000,000 Kathryn Hach Darrow Iowa State University To help build a new chemistry building. 2008

10,000,000 Mary Joy and Jerre Stead University of  Iowa For its Children’s Hospital and for pediatric 
research.

2013

10,000,000 Mary Joy and Jerre Stead University of  Iowa For children’s medicine. The gift will 
support endowed faculty positions, research 
and the improved treatment of  pediatric 
diseases.

2011

All data and examples courtesy of  The Chronicle of  Philanthropy.


