
Since 2005, 
in Illinois, 
there have 
been: 

Charitable Gifts
$1 MILLION OR MORE

323
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$5 MILLION OR MORE

126
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$10 MILLION OR MORE

89
PUBLICLY REPORTED

AVERAGING $17.2 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $41.6 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $56.6 MILLION 
PER GIFT

Illinois
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OTHER

$2.1 Billion
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

$2.3 Billion
PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS

$506 Million
ART INSTITUTIONS

$361.2 Million
HOSPITALS/HEALTH ORG.

$61 Million
EDUCATION GROUPS

IN TOTAL, NONPROFITS IN ILLINOIS HAVE RECEIVED OVER $5.5 BILLION IN PUBLICLY 
REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE SINCE 2005.
The top recipients of these gifts have been as follows: 
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RECIPIENT LOCATION GIFT AMOUNT
Howard G. Buffett Foundation Decatur $2,327,773,653

University of  Chicago Chicago 1,124,000,000

Art Institute of  Chicago Chicago 467,000,000

Northwestern University Evanston 460,700,000

University of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Champaign      209,325,106 

Children’s Memorial Hospital Chicago      100,000,000 

Loyola University Chicago Chicago        67,000,000 

Opportunity International Oak Brook        51,000,000 

University of  Illinois at Chicago Chicago 44,300,000

DePaul University Chicago 42,000,000

AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$1,300,000,000 Warren E. Buffett Howard G. Buffett 

Foundation
To fight poverty. 2006

1,027,773,653 Warren E. Buffett Howard G. Buffett 
Foundation

To fight poverty. 2012

400,000,000 Stefan Edlis and Gael 
Neeson

Art Institute of  Chicago 42 pop and contemporary art pieces. 2015

300,000,000 David G. and Suzanne 
Deal Booth

University of  Chicago Unrestricted money for the Graduate 
School of  Business.

2008

100,000,000 Roberta Buffett Elliott Northwestern University To create the Institute for Global Studies. 2015
100,000,000 Anonymous University of  Chicago To establish a scholarship endowment to 

reduce or completely eliminate the need 
for undergraduate students from low and 
moderate income families to take out loans 
to finance their education.

2007

100,000,000 Thomas M. Siebel University of  Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign

To endow science and engineering 
research, graduate fellowships and 
professorships, and to  build a research and 
academic facility.

2007

100,000,000 Ann Lurie Children’s Memorial 
Hospital

To help build a new facility in Chicago’s 
Streeterville neighborhood and to support 
pediatric health research.

2007

HERE ARE THE TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS IN ILLINOIS OF PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE 
GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE (MULTIPLE GIFTS COMBINED):

HERE ARE THE LARGEST 30 PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $10 MILLION OR MORE IN 
ILLINOIS SINCE 2005, WITH SOME BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT EACH:



AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$100,000,000 Craig and Janet 

Duchossois
University of  Chicago To create the Duchossois Family Institute, 

a center for research and other efforts 
focused on how the immune system, 
genetics and microbiomes such as bacteria 
interact to maintain human health and 
prevent disease.

2017

92,000,000 Louis A. Simpson and 
Kimberly K. Querrey

Northwestern University For biomedical research programs at 
the medical school, with a focus on 
regenerative medicine.

2015

50,000,000 Harriet Heyman and 
Michael Moritz

University of  Chicago For the Odyssey Scholarship Challenge, 
which supports undergraduate students 
with great economic need, and to expand 
the Collegiate Scholars Program, which 
encourages high-achieving students from 
low-income families to apply to and 
succeed in college.

2016

50,000,000 John and Jacque Weberg Opportunity 
International

To provide small loans to needy people and 
organizations in 28 developing countries.

2006

42,000,000 Gary C. and Frances 
Comer

University of  Chicago To establish a pediatric care center as well 
as  recruitment efforts and programs in 
pediatric medicine.

2006

40,000,000 Michael R. Quinlan Loyola University 
Chicago

For the business school’s endowment. 2012

40,000,000 Mark and Kimbra 
Walter

Northwestern University For its capital campaign. 2014

35,000,000 Joe and Rika Mansueto University of  Chicago To create the Mansueto Institute for Urban 
Innovation. 

2016

35,000,000 David and Reva Logan 
and their family

University of  Chicago To build its Center for Creative and 
Performing Arts.

2007

35,000,000 Michael P. Polsky University of  Chicago To endow a number of  entrepreneurship 
programs and unite them under the aegis 
of  the Polsky Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation.

2016

35,000,000 Dorothy Braude 
Edinburg

Art Institute of  Chicago Bequest to back acquisitions of  new 
works of  prints and drawings from the 
Renaissance to 1960 and Asian ceramics.

2016

30,000,000 Richard H. Driehaus DePaul University For academic programs in the College of  
Commerce.

2012

26,500,000 Neubauer Family 
Foundation (Joseph 
Neubauer and Jeanette 
Lerman-Neubauer)

University of  Chicago To establish the Neubauer Family 
Collegium for Culture and Society, a 
research center dedicated to the humanities 
and social sciences.

2012

25,000,000 Ellen and Melvin 
Gordon

University of  Chicago For biology, chemistry and physics research 
at its new integrative science center.

2006

25,000,000 Zell Family Foundation 
(Sam and Helen Zell)

Bernard Zell Anshe 
Emet Day School

To establish the Zell Family Fund for 
Jewish Education, which will provide 
tuition assistance to students.

2015
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AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$25,000,000 Neubauer Family 

Foundation (Joseph 
Neubauer and Jeanette 
Lerman-Neubauer)

University of  Chicago To endow Ph.D. programs in the 
humanities and the physical and social 
sciences. 

2017

25,000,000 Jules and Gwen Knapp University of  Chicago To build a facility that will house research 
on cancer, genomics, pediatrics and other 
medical specialties.

2006

25,000,000 Thomas and Stacey 
Siebel Foundation 
(Thomas M. and Stacey 
Siebel)

University of  Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign

To establish the Siebel Center for Design, a 
campus-wide hub for programs in product, 
process and user-interface design. 

2016

25,000,000 B. Charles and Joyce 
Eichhorn Ames

Illinois Wesleyan 
University

Toward endowing 10 new professorships. 2009

25,000,000 Joe and Rika Mansueto University of  Chicago To help build a new library. 2008
25,000,000 Rosaline and Marcia 

Cohn
Roosevelt University To provide student scholarships. 2016

25,000,000 Bluhm Family Charitable 
Foundation (Neil Bluhm)

Northwestern University To the School of  Law for unrestricted 
support,  loan repayment assistance, the 
Bluhm Legal Clinic and to encourage law 
school alumni to give.

2013

All data and examples courtesy of  The Chronicle of  Philanthropy.


