
Since 2005, 
in Arizona, 
there have 
been: 

Charitable Gifts
$1 MILLION OR MORE

85
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$5 MILLION OR MORE

37
PUBLICLY REPORTED

Charitable Gifts
$10 MILLION OR MORE

22
PUBLICLY REPORTED

AVERAGING $8.1 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $16.1 MILLION 
PER GIFT

AVERAGING $22.9 MILLION 
PER GIFT

Arizona
IN TOTAL, NONPROFITS IN ARIZONA HAVE RECEIVED OVER $692 MILLION IN PUBLICLY 
REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE SINCE 2005.
The top recipients of these gifts have been as follows: 
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HERE ARE THE LARGEST 30 PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE GIFTS IN ARIZONA SINCE 2005, 
WITH SOME BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT EACH:

RECIPIENT LOCATION GIFT AMOUNT
Arizona State University Tempe $227,950,000

University of  Arizona Tucson 196,150,000

Arizona Community Foundation Phoenix 52,000,000

St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center Phoenix 29,100,000

Denny Sanford Foundation Scottsdale 28,000,000

Northern Arizona University Flagstaff 27,000,000

Thunderbird School of  Global Management Glendale 17,000,000

Translational Genomics Research Institute Phoenix 15,000,000

University Medical Center Tucson 15,000,000

Large Synoptic Survey Telescope Project Tucson 10,000,000

AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$100,000,000 Ira A. and Mary Lou 

Fulton
Arizona State University For the College of  Education and a 

discretionary fund for the university’s 
president. 

2006

52,000,000 John Browning Ellis Arizona Community 
Foundation

Bequest to endow the Ellis Center for 
Educational Excellence, which will focus 
on improving public education in the state.

2005

50,000,000 Agnese Nelms Haury University of  Arizona Bequest to establish a program focused 
on the environment, society and the 
Southwest.

2014

32,000,000 Donald and Christopher 
Mullett

Arizona State University To enable the university’s hockey team to 
compete at the NCAA’s Division I level.

2014

28,000,000 T. Denny Sanford Denny Sanford 
Foundation

To expand his private foundation. 2007

25,000,000 William A. Franke Northern Arizona 
University

To support ethics education, efforts to 
recruit and retain faculty members and 
researchers, scholarships, technology and 
programs to help improve students’ written 
and oral business communications.

2007

25,000,000 Julie Ann Wrigley Arizona State University For the Global Institute of  Sustainability to 
study the effects of  human activity on the 
Earth’s ability to sustain all species.

2014

HERE ARE THE TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS IN ARIZONA OF PUBLICLY REPORTED CHARITABLE 
GIFTS OF $1 MILLION OR MORE (MULTIPLE GIFTS COMBINED):



AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$20,000,000 Richard F. Caris University of  Arizona For the astronomy department’s Giant 

Magellan Telescope project.
2014

20,000,000 Alan and Daveen Fox University of  Arizona Gift in honor of  Mr. Fox’s father. 2015

19,000,000 John and Doris Norton St. Joseph’s Hospital and 
Medical Center

To create the John and Doris Norton 
Thoracic Institute.

2014

18,850,000 T. Denny Sanford Arizona State University To establish a partnership with Teach for 
America that will recruit, prepare and 
retain K–12 teachers.

2010

15,000,000 Donald and Joan 
Diamond

University Medical 
Center

To build a new children’s hospital. 2007

11,000,000 Anonymous University of  Arizona To construct a stadium. 2011

10,100,000 Marian Rochelle St. Joseph’s Hospital and 
Medical Center

To create the Center for Neuromodulation. 2011

10,000,000 Ben and Catherine Ivy 
Foundation (Catherine 
Ivy)

Translational Genomics 
Research Institute

To study patients with the brain cancer 
glioblastoma and to support clinical trials 
of  new drugs.

2012

10,000,000 Julie Ann Wrigley Arizona State University To endow four professorships in renewable-
energy systems, sustainable business 
practices, global environmental change and 
complex-systems dynamics.

2007

10,000,000 James C. Wyant University of  Arizona For graduate student scholarships. 2014

10,000,000 Leo and Annette Beus Arizona State University For a new Center for Law and Society, 2014

10,000,000 Scott Walker Thunderbird School of  
Global Management

To endow scholarships, professorships 
and events at the Center for Global 
Entrepreneurship, which he founded in 
2005 with a gift of  $1 million.

2008

10,000,000 William H. (Bill) Gates 
III

Large Synoptic Survey 
Telescope Project

To help build large mirrors for this giant 
telescope. 

2008

10,000,000 Cardon family Banner Health 
Foundation

To support pediatric care at Banner 
Children’s Hospital at Banner Desert 
Medical Center in Mesa.

2008

10,000,000 Jeff A. and Sharon 
Stevens

University of  Arizona For athletic facilities at the University of  
Arizona.

2009

9,000,000 Agnese N. Haury University of  Arizona For tree-ring research and construction of  
a facility to house a collection of  more than 
2 million wood samples.

2007

8,000,000 Anonymous University of  Arizona To renovate the McKale Memorial Center. 2014

8,000,000 Mel and Enid 
Zuckerman

Community Foundation 
for Southern Arizona

To establish the Zuckerman Community 
Outreach Foundation focusing on health 
and fitness.

2005

7,000,000 Hubert Charles de 
Monmonier

University of  Arizona Bequest of  mineral specimens and rare 
books for its Mineral Museum.

2007
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AMOUNT DONOR RECIPIENT DESCRIPTION YEAR
$7,000,000 Robert and Sharon 

McCord
Arizona State University For scholarships at the W.P. Carey School 

of  Business.
2006

6,400,000 Rachel Ann Perkinson Muscular Dystrophy 
Association

To build an environmentally friendly 
research center.

2009

6,000,000 Cole and Jeannie Davis University of  Arizona To renovate the McKale Memorial Center. 2013

6,000,000 Rennard Strickland Arizona State University A collection of  art featuring vintage 
Western and Indian movie posters.

2016

All data and examples courtesy of  The Chronicle of  Philanthropy.


